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Ma mÃ¨re ne vint pas, et sans mÃ©nagements pour mon amour-propre (engagÃ© Ã  ce que la

fable de la recherche dont elle Ã©tait censÃ©e m'avoir priÃ© de lui dire le rÃ©sultat ne fÃ»t pas

dÃ©mentie) me fit dire Ã  FranÃ§oise ces mots : Â« Il n'y a pas de rÃ©ponse Â»...
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AndrÃ© Dussolier brings this great text to shimmering life. I listened to all eight discs on a long

distance drive, playing each disc two or three times to let Proust's complex French syntax amid the

occasional distractions of high-speed traffic on I-80. By the end I found I was thinking about quite

"trivial" things in Proust's French and seeing them with his intense eyes (all the senses, really).Even

by the end of this collection (covering the first half of the first volume) you can see how Proust is

writing about the creation of art from life, about the supreme value of what we often take as ordinary

and unworthy of art. It's easy to make fun of Proust, but the work, when you hear enough of it, has

all the genius of its reputation. Dussolier reads it with subtlety and understated passion.[It goes

without saying: this is in French. You will need advanced French to enjoy it. Actually, the vocabulary

is easier than Flaubert's, but the syntax is formidable. Dussolier has perfect mastery of rhythm and

intonation.]
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